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Quality Policy

We will educate our students to attain skills to reach
their full potential by providing superior service,
constant innovation and active participation.
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The AASD Mission

The primary mission of the Altoona Area
School District is to deliver the written cur-
riculum in a thorough and efficient manner
to every school-age student, and measure
said delivery to its purported effect.

The secondary missions are to instruct stu-
dents on standards of behavior which should
include, but not be limited to: manners,
responsibility, reliability, dependability, self-
discipline, self esteem and perseverance; and
to become partners with our community in
economic revitalization and development.

A Commitment to Quality

The AASD began its pursuit of Total Quality
Education in 1985. Some seven years later,
Q-SITE (Quality Schools Involving Teams for
Excellence) became a reality.

Q-SITE is a process of decision-making
which takes place at each school and active-
ly involves the people who are responsible for
increasing student achievement.

Q-SITE teams are comprised of parents,
community members, teachers, support staff
and the building principal. These stakehold-
ers, using available data, systematically
plan, monitor and evaluate goals and pro-
jects to continuously improve their schools.

In January, 2002, the school district took
another step forward in its pursuit of quality
when it received ISO 9001 certification.

ISO 9001, the internationally-recognized
standard, provides a guide for establishing,
improving and maintaining a quality man-
agement system. Certification is proof that
the AASD has met these standards. ISO 9001
focuses on customer service, standardization
of processes and procedures, strategic plan-
ning and continuous improvement.

Achievements

* Standard and Poor’s has named
Altoona Area as one of the state’s
outperforming school districts for
four consecutive years. Only 29 of
Pennsylvania’s 501 school districts
can make this claim.

* District PSSA scores exceed
Pennsylvania requirements in all
grade levels for Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) in reading and math.

* A total of 39 Altoona Area High
School seniors have been named
National Merit Scholarship Finalists
in recent years.

* Another 93 students have
earned Commended Student status
since 1990.

*In 2006, 21 AAHS students were
recognized by the College Board for
achieving high scores on Advanced
Placement tests.

* The AAHS marching band and
orchestra received superior ratings
and top honors while competing in
the Ohio Music in the Parks Festival.

* AAHS students once again cap-
tured numerous top awards while
competing at the APPLES Foreign
Language Festival at Indiana
University of PA.

* The Roosevelt Junior High
School student newspaper, the Blue
and White, was one of only 13 papers
to receive a Gold Crown Award from
the Columbia University Scholastic
Press Association.

* Since 1989, the AASD Founda-
tion has been able to allocate more
than $800,000 for innovative class-
room projects thanks to generous
donations from alumni, local busi-
nesses and AASD employees and
retired staff.

* More than 100 school districts
in Pennsylvania, New York and Ohio
have used the AASD Foundation as
their model.

* The school district boasts a
growing national Alumni Association
comprised of more than 3,600 mem-
bers.

* Countless proactive security
measures and a strong Student Code
of Conduct have helped maintain a
safe learning environment.

* Partnerships with area arts
groups have helped create a popular
After-School Arts Program which
meets in a newly-completed area
which features a black box theater.




Elementary Program

The elementary program (K-6) provides class-
room instruction in reading, language arts,
mathematics, science, social studies, library
media skills, informational technology, fine
arts, health, safety and physical education.

Pennsylvania’s Academic Standards are
emphasized and aligned with reading, lan-
guage arts and math instruction.

Grade level technology standards are demon-
strated by students as they complete interdis-
ciplinary projects each semester.

Efforts are made to meet individual needs
through the integration of technology
throughout the curriculum and engagement
of students in the learning process.

A new Houghton-Mifflin math program has
been implemented, allowing students online
access to resources from home.

Kid Writing gets children writing on the first
day of kindergarten. Teachers create a joyful,
risk-free environment with high levels of chal-
lenge and support.

Specialists and classroom teachers provide
instruction in choral and instrumental music,
art and physical education. Reading and math
specialists, speech clinicians and counselors
work with individual students and/or small
groups.

There are 29 full-day kindergarten sessions
being offered district-wide. Summer Awesome
Beginnings Camps prepare these students for
a successful start in the fall.

Junior High School

Students attending grades 7-9 at Keith and
Roosevelt junior high schools are challenged
with a curriculum that has been realigned to
meet state and national academic standards.

Recent PSSA scores indicate that both schools
are meeting and exceeding state proficiency
goals in reading, writing and mathematics.

Students share core area teachers in seventh
grade teams designed to promote communica-
tion with parents and cross-curricular pro-
jects while easing the transition from the ele-
mentary schools.

Eighth and ninth grade students are chal-
lenged with a rigorous curriculum that
includes core area subjects and numerous
electives.

Courses are offered at the honors, academic,

AASD Facts

* The school district encompasses
59.6 square miles in the city of
Altoona, Logan Township and a
small portion of Tyrone Township.

* The physical plant covers 128
acres and more than 1.6 million
square feet are maintained.

* The assessed value of the school
district exceeds $220 million.

* With 8,300 students, Altoona
Area is one of Pennsylvania’s largest
school districts.

* AASD has ten elementary
schools, two junior high schools, one
high school a secondary alternative
education school and a Community
Education Center.

* Construction of the state-of-the-
art Altoona Area Junior High School
will be completed in 2008. It will offer
enhanced technology including wire-
less Internet and computing.

* The Community Education
Center in the Stevens Building serves
more than 1,000 clients each year.
GED test preparation, job skill train-
ing and academic refresher courses
are offered.

* The Family Literacy program has
been recognized by the Department of
Education as one of the best in PA.

* Seventy-six percent of the Class
of 2007 will move on to post sec-
ondary education.

* The school district operates two
television channels, Public Access
and Educational Access, from studios
located in Altoona Area High School.

* School cafeterias serve 1,775
breakfasts and 5,700 lunches daily.

* On a daily basis, buses and vans
transport 3,960 students to AASD
schools and 577 students to non-
public schools.

* AASD is one of Blair County’s
largest employers with more than
1,500 staff members.

* In 2003, the school district was
inducted into the Blair County
Chamber’s Business Hall of Fame.

* Employees play active roles in
community organizations like the
Altoona Blair County Development
Corporation, the Allegheny Mountains
Convention and Visitors Bureau, the
American Cancer Society, the Blair
County Chamber and the Altoona
Railroaders Museum.




applied and special education levels. All lev-
els of courses focus on meeting state stan-
dards, improving reading, writing and com-
munication skills, and helping students to
become better problem solvers and critical
thinkers.

Technology education programs provide
opportunities for planning, problem-solving
and experimentation as students work in
modules dealing with manufacturing, con-
struction, transportation, power and energy.

Thanks to the AASD Foundation, computer
labs are available extended hours before and
after school.

Students are encouraged to participate in
after-school opportunities in team athletics;
intramural sports; band, orchestra and aux-
iliary; and a wide range of clubs and teams
including drama, reading and math competi-
tion, student government and journalism.

Altoona Area High School

Altoona High is one of the state’s best-
equipped high schools with a comprehensive
curriculum to match.

Honors and academic curriculum -clusters
provide students with a rigorous education
designed to meet individual needs. The core
academics curriculum cluster combines the
rigor and theory of an academic program
with hands-on learning activities, career
exploration and occupational experiences.

College credits can be earned by taking any
of 15 Advanced Placement courses which
include English, calculus, statistics, biology,
chemistry, physics, computer science,
American history, European history, compar-
ative government, American government,
music theory and harmony, French, German
and Spanish. Nine of these courses are part-
nered with three post secondary institutions
through dual enrollment.

Technology

* The School Board has allocated a
significant portion of its unreserved
fund balance for additional computer
technology in recent years.

* All classrooms are connected to
the school district’s private fiber optic
ring. Students can access high-speed
Internet from every classroom.

* Parents can check student
progress through ProgressBook.
Real-time grades, homework updates,
school announcements and the
ability to communicate with teachers
via e-mail are important features.

* The Central Pennsylvania Digital
Learning Foundation, initiated in
2002 by the AASD in cooperation
with 34 Central Pennsylvania school
districts, has successfully completed
its fifth year. Enrolled students can
access the curriculum 24 hours daily.

* McAuliffe Heights at Irving is
the district’s first digital school. Each
student has an Apple iBook, a wire-
less laptop computer, for use in the
classroom and at home.

* The AAHS foreign language/multi-
media lab is a state of the art digital
design that uses interactive audio,
computers, satellite broadcasts and
a video distribution system.

* Mobile computer carts are used
in many schools to help integrate
technology into the curriculum.

* Student-operated Mountain Lion
Television has the same digital tech-
nology used by the major TV net-
works. Students write and produce a
morning news show that is telecast
throughout AAHS as well as “The
Lion’s Den,” a lively news program
telecast to the community.

* AASD’s Internet pipeline, through
its Center for Advanced Technologies,
has increased to 30 mbps. A connec-
tion to Internet 2 has been added.

* Altoona Area High School emerg-
ing technology classes, as well as dig-
ital art and music classes, feature
top-of-the-line computers, CD and
DVD burning equipment.

* An extensive software collection
and a wide array of multi-media
equipment are used for authoring
web-based multimedia projects and
digital art and music compositions.

* Elementary students use technol-
ogy as a tool for project-based learn-
ing projects.




A Career Education Center, a School-to-
Work program and a Service Learning pro-
gram help students make important post
high school choices.

A CLIP program creates small learning com-
munities which integrate learning in the core
subject areas.

An extensive list of extracurricular activities
is available to all students.

Superlative indoor and outdoor facilities are
used by students for physical education and
for intramural and interscholastic sports.

An alternative education program meets
basic educational, developmental and soci-
etal needs not currently being met in the reg-
ular school setting for identified grade 7-12
students in at-risk situations.

Giving Back to the Community

The AASD has made a firm commitment to
economic revitalization and development.

The school district regularly uses its modern
facilities to attract major events which boost
local hotel, restaurant and shopping rev-
enues significantly.

Mansion Park Stadium features an Astroturf
playing surface and a new running track. It
is the site of PIAA district and interdistrict
football, soccer and track championships.

The stadium is the site of the Pennsylvania
Scholastic Football Coaches Association East
West High School All-Star Game in June and
the home of the American Cancer Society’s
Relay for Life.

Residents of the community use Mansion
Park and the track on the Altoona Area High
School campus for walking and jogging daily.
An AstroPlay surface was installed on the
AAHS intramural field in 2002.

Special Programs

* Special education programs meet
the needs of gifted children as well as
those with a variety of disabilities.

* The AASD operates a full-time
elementary gifted program and uses
designated teachers to further assist
these students during their years in
grades 7-12.

* After-school tutoring is offered at
all sites, helping students improve
math and reading skills.

* 21st Century Community Learn-
ing Centers are in operation at
Juniata and Penn-Lincoln schools.

* Children are given many opportu-
nities to excel through participation in
programs like Odyssey of the Mind,
Mathcounts, Speech League and the
Junior Academy of Science.

* Specialized programs meet the
needs of at-risk students enrolled
throughout the district. On-site
human service coordinators are
available to work with these students
as needed.

* Character education is a major
focus in all elementary and secondary
schools. Conflict resolution courses
will again be taught in seventh grade
classes this year.

* The AASD Student Assistance
program, one of the first of its kind in
Pennsylvania, has received national
recognition for its work with at-risk
students.

* Teams of students and teachers
are working to promote respect for
diversity. The AASD Collaboration
Team supports these efforts.

* The Learning Express Preschool
at Curtin provides special help for
developmentally- delayed three and
four year-old children.

ALTOONA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
1415 Sixth Avenue, Altoona Pennsylvania 16602
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Superintendent’s Office 946-8350 District Attendance/Work Permits 946-8230
Secondary Education 946-8423 District Transportation 946-8219
Elementary Education 946-8218 Human Resources 946-8325
Pupil Special Services 946-8252 Athletic Office 946-8289
Business Office 946-8206 Central Supply 946-8234
Security Office 946-8233 Public Access TV 946-8227
Tax Office 946-8439 Community Ed. Center 946-8229

Center for Advanced Technologies

946-8524

Central Pennsylvania Digital Learning Foundation 940-6989

For more information, contact:
Thomas M. Bradley, Director of Public Relations
Telephone: (814) 946-8424 FAX: (814) 946-8565 E-MAIL: tbradley@aasdcat.com







